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launch available ONLY through today’s Mercury.
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DUDE, WHERE'S MY ROBOT CAR
How to take the brakes off the driverless revolution
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THE AGE OF PLENTY

We've builta civilisation on the rarest of metals
jow much longer can it last?

Why its long-term
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In this session

« Types of media
« Why communicate your research?
« What makes a good story?

 Basic principles of communicating
your research

Pitching your story
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Types of media

e

I'm a Conservative - and they got me out of (here

UWE
Bristol

University
of the
West of
England

The Sunday Telegraph
f A& THE BEST SPORTS WRTING g
The 300 TR0 000 MRS TERPECE }3:3){15;’;1“
‘maternity Yot
tourists’




Spectrum of specialism (in terms of breadth of
science covered) NewScientist
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There are also blogs...

NUFFIELD DEPARTMENT OF
PRIMARY CARE
HEALTH SCIENCES

Medical Sciences Divesior
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Research aims to
show how plastic
surgery will really look
Sep 14,2016 | Health,
Technology

Researchers at The University
of Western Australia have
produced a new 3D imaging
system that will provide
patients considering facial
cosmetic procedures with an
accurate prediction of the
results. The system will
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understanding but rob the
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Astronomers shed
light on different
galaxy types

Sep 14,2016 | Space
In research published today,
Australian scientists have
taken a critical step towards
understanding why different
types of galaxies exist
throughout the Universe. The
research, made possible by

cutting-edge Instrumentation,

means that astronomers can

Three new noroviruses
cause gastro
outbreaks across
Australia

Sep 14, 2016 | Health

UNSW scientists have
identified three new strains of
highly contaglous norovirus
responsible for a major
epidemic of viral
gastroenteritis that has
affected hundreds of
thousands of Australians over
winter. UNSW scientists have
identified three new strains of
highly



But why do this?

Raise awareness among patients

Raise awareness among heathcare professionals
Encourage a dialogue with patients

Raise profile both within and outside the scientific community
Attract interest in collaboration

Inform policy

Demonstrate the impact of your research
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Public Engagement as a Pathway to Impact

Working together with our research communities and other partners, we want fo encourage researc

about how they will achieve excellence with impact and to explore the pathways for realising the impa
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Yes, provided that you clearly articulate and explain the specific contribution from these activities to th Gt
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Some basic principles

Some simplification is necessary

Some explanation is necessary

Some dramatization is necessary

You need to find the ‘story’, ‘angle’, or ‘hook’
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A good hook will...

« (et straight to the most important/interesting
point straight away

« Say something counterintuitive

« Tell the ‘human’ side of the story (particularly
with healthcare)

* Intrigue your reader
 Betimely

e Be succinct

It should also be the first thing you tell your
reader...
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What's the hook for your research?

'Sell’ your research in 25
words or fewer
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Introducing the inverted pyramid
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Think about your audience

The best way to write for a specific audience is to build as clear a
picture as possible of someone from that audience...

...imagine you're having a conversation with them.
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Key factors to consider about your audience

« How much will they know about
this subject?

« What are their interests (professional or
private) and frames of reference likely
to be?

« How capable will they be of understanding
complex material?
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Pitching your story

Anatomy of a pitch

Length — typically no more than 150 words

Style — write in the style of the publication you’'re pitching to
and include a headline (but always make it lively!)

Questions to answer in your pitch:
1.What's the story about? (This is your *hook’)

2.Why would these readers be interested in it? L g
3.Why should this story be covered now?
4.What's the ‘payoff’ from this research?

New
Scientist

UWE |ue
ofthe

Bristol | Yoio




Write a pitch for an editor
about your research




A final thought...

“Anyone who believes they can
present complexity and make
it understandable is smoking
crack.”

Malcolm Gladwell

Slashdot, 2014
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...or perhaps this one’s better!

“A good explanation achieves a
happy medium between too
little and too much [detail]”

Carl Zimmer refers to what he describes as the
‘science writer’s dilemma’
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If you'd like to know more

DON'T
BE SUCH

A SCIENTIST
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Thank-you!

D] andy.ridgway@uwe.ac.uk
yW) @AndyRidgway1l
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