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About the journal



The Lancet Primary 
Care 

A gold open access journal, providing a solution for authors 
of original research with funding that requires OA 
publication while they retain their copyright.

We publish content Online First, subsequently incorporated 
into monthly online issues.

Fast-track publication allows for quick and efficient 
publication of papers of immediate public health or clinical 
importance.

www.thelancet.com/lanprc/about



Our Editorial Team www.thelancet.com/lanprc/about

Yaiza del Pozo Martín
The Lancet Primary Care, Editor-in-

Chief
delpozomartiny@lancet.com 

Jessica Smith
The Lancet Primary Care, Senior 

Editor
jessica.smith@lancet.com 

Lauren  Southwell
The Lancet Primary Care, Senior 

Editor
lauren.southwell@lancet.com 

mailto:delpozomartiny@lancet.com
mailto:jessica.smith@lancet.com
mailto:Lauren.southwell@lancet.com


Our International Advisory Board 

Representative of the community
 
Aiming for inclusivity
• CHWs, nurses, and midwives
• GPs at the intersection of primary care 

and other specialties
• Pharmacists and ophthalmologists, 

encompassing broad aspects of primary 
care 



Reasons to publish with us

Expert guidance
No matter which Lancet journal you choose to 
submit to, there are several pathways to 
publication, which are supported by our 
collaborative, expert editorial teams. 

Personal support and service
You get the support you need from our 
international team of editors and publishing 
professionals throughout peer review and the 
full journey of your paper.

Global reach, high impact 
Papers are amplified to a truly 
international audience, reaching 
millions of readers, and triggering 
actions to protect and promote 
health. 

Improving lives
Our authors are a global community 
concerned with advancing the health 
and wellbeing of people worldwide. 

www.thelancet.com/why-publish



Aims and scope www.thelancet.com/primary-care

WHO’s primary health care vision

Primary care and public health integration

Community care and empowerment

Engagement with political and allied society 
organisations



Clinical decision 
making

Aims and scope 

Beyond family medicine and general practice 

Research into nurse-led and CHW-led interventions

Community health interventions (eg, schools, rural areas, 
etc)

Collaboration between different professionals (eg, nurses, 
midwives, CHWs, nutritionists, psychologists) in primary care 



Care 
delivery

Person-centred care to address complex health needs
(eg, multimorbidity or chronic disease)

Patient-provider experience

Continuity of care, values-based care, collaborations, 
and referrals

Digital health integration (eg, eConsults, AI)

Equity (eg, key at-risk populations)

Aims and scope 



Health services 
research 

Collaboration between primary and secondary or tertiary services
 

Workforce and workload issues

Primary care reform and financing

Quality indicators

Future health systems, resilience, and adaptability

Aims and scope 



Advancing equity, 
diversity, and inclusion

www.thelancet.com/equity-diversity-inclusion

Advocating equity and valuing diversity and 
inclusion is part of our mission.

We commit to tracking and reporting publicly how 
the Journal is doing in terms of reflecting the 
global community we serve (ie, in terms of the 
gender, ethnicity, geographical base, etc) of our 
authors, reviewers, and advisors.



• Interventional RCTs
• Observational studies (prospective and 

retrospective)
• Implementation and mixed-methods 

research 
• Meta-analyses

• Post-hoc studies
• Qualitative research 

• Methodological studies
• Trial protocols

High priority:

Content priorities

Open to:

Out of scope:

www.thelancet.com/what-we-
publish



Essentials for preparing 
your manuscript



Preparing your 
manuscript

www.thelancet.com/preparing-your-manuscript



What we look for: positives
Relevance to the journal’s scope and readership 

Novelty

- Importance of the question you’re addressing
- Treatment or prevention technique
- Population 
- Knowledge of disease distribution 
- Strong support for conclusions

Other considerations

- Policy relevance
- Societal and clinical relevance 

Robust methodology

• Study design (controls, validation, 
assumptions)

• Sample size (statistical power)
• Use of appropriate guidelines (eg, CONSORT)
• Transparent data and reporting 



What we look for: negatives

• Poor question selection/inappropriate patient group or endpoint
• Lack of comparator group 
• Underpowered―too few participants to be conclusive
• Over-reliance on ad-hoc or exploratory analyses
• For trials, lack of protocol, unplanned post-hoc analysis (not signposted), or lack of 

trial registration
• For predictive tools or risk stratification studies, lack of validation in an independent 

cohort
• Plagiarism
• Salami slicing 



Use the cover letter wisely  

• Describe the clinical relevance of the findings
• Don’t oversell findings
• Why this journal?

• Please also mention if you discussed the work 
with us before 

• If this work has been or will be presented at a 
conference

• If you would like to align publication with a 
specific event or conference, etc

Submission – writing tip #1



Submission – writing tip #2

Tell a story, contextualise for non-specialists

Title: non-declamatory, accessible, informative, with study descriptor

Lancet Healthy Longevity 2025; 6: 
100706



Submission – writing tip #3
Abstract: Provide key methodological details 
and results, following appropriate reporting 
guidelines

Lancet Healthy Longevity 2025; 6: 
100706

• Study aims and background
• Methods: Study setting and population 

criteria, key procedures, primary outcome 
and analyses, study registration details

• Findings: study dates and population details, 
primary outcome results, safety results

• Interpretation: appropriate in light of study 
findings, implications for clinical practice or 
policy 

www.thelancet.com/submission-guidelines



Submission – writing tip #4
Methods, methods, methods

• Be clear and provide enough detail
• What type of study is it?
• What study population are you investigating?
• Ethical approval and patient consent
• Intervention procedures or methods of observation
• Outcome measures and methods of assessment
• Statistical analysis
• Any protocol deviations
• Role of the funding source 



Submission – writing tip #5
Reporting: honest and transparent, follow guidelines

Report as specified by protocol
Include protocol, SAP, trial registration
Complete reporting of all outcomes – don’t cherry pick/gloss over

Adherence to guidelines

www.equator-network.org 



Submission – writing tip #6
Discussion: limitations and implications

• Briefly recap the key findings

• Don’t over-interpret or ‘spin’ the results

• Be critical and open about limitations

• Contextualise the findings. What are the implications?

• What are the next steps for the field?



Editorial processes



Editors’ core tasks

• Selection of manuscripts for review process
• Reviewer selection and overseeing the review process
• Final decision on manuscripts
• Various article quality and journal policy checks
• Support achieving the impact published papers deserve
• Extras!



Editorial assessment:
• Conceptual novelty and importance of 

a result in its own field
• General interest, wider importance (eg, 

policy making)

Also:
• Strong logical support for conclusions
• Work that will inspire further research

Editorial assessment and peer review



Peer review at The Lancet

Single blind (anonymous referees)

3 clinical reviewers + 1 statistical reviewer

• Specialist: modelling, health economists, qualitative research methods...

• Diversity: gender, geography, seniority…

• Local knowledge, especially when databases are used

• Lived experience (eg, community health workers or patients)

Editorial assessment and peer review



Post-acceptance



Post-acceptance

Accepted Articles are:

 Checked for technical elements
 Sub-edited for grammar and clarity of scientific meaning
 Formatted to our house style using specialised publishing software to 

create a version of the intended print page
 Reviewed by illustrators to ensure illustrations, tables, and graphs adhere 

to journal style and convey appropriate meaning and interpretation



Post-publication: global reach, high impact

Lancet journals are both a destination for publication and a platform to advance the global impact 
of research. The Lancet Group cares that your work is highly visible to a global network of 
researchers, clinicians, industry professionals, policy makers, media outlets, patients, and the 
wider public, and we can work with you and your affiliated institutions to maximise the impact of 
your research on the world.



Thank you!

https://www.thelancet.com/primary-
care

primarycare@lancet.com

https://www.linkedin.com/company/lanprc

@lancetprimarycare.bsky.social

https://www.thelancet.com/primary-care
https://www.thelancet.com/primary-care
https://www.thelancet.com/primary-care
mailto:primarycare@lancet.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lanprc
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