SPCR internship projects 2023 - QMUL

	 Name & email supervisor(s):
Ratna Sohanpal r.sohanpal@qmul.ac.uk
Nina Fudge n.fudge@qmul.ac.uk


	Length of internship and when it could take place:
4 weeks and possibly Jun-July 2023 (the dates may shift depending on study progress)


	Host department:
Centre for Primary Care and Public Health, Queen Mary University of London


	How will the internship be conducted:

☐ In person at the university
☐ Virtual/ from home
☒ Both are possible, depending on preference of student


	Title internship project:
Supporting delivery of a study aiming to find out whether assistive technology (AT) can improve health, wellbeing and quality of life of people with lung-problems such as chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and how getting and using AT can help them to live more independently.
 

	Summary of the internship project: (max 250 words, can include hyperlinks to further information)
Assistive technology (AT) are devices developed for people with disability or for those with difficulty in performing everyday routine activities. AT is wide-ranging from alarms to home adaptations like stair lifts and includes digital technology.

The internship project will involve working with a multidisciplinary team including public contributors to support delivery of one to two workstreams (based on study progress) that are part of a bigger study. Workstream 1 has two parts. The two workstreams are: 
 
(1a) To conduct a systematic review of effectiveness and cost-effectiveness in studies of AT among people with COPD and multimorbidity with use of AT linked to outcomes specific to AT to facilitate independent living. 

(1b) To conduct a qualitative evidence synthesis in studies of AT among people with COPD and multimorbidity and their carers to understand service provision and use of AT.

(2) To conduct a qualitative in-depth interview study to gain insights into the AT service provision, AT use and its impact among people with COPD and multimorbidity, their carers, health and social care professionals and other AT stakeholders on what is working well, what are the challenges and how service provision might be improved.


	Learning objectives:

- Understanding the study topic within the wider context of ageing population and more people living with long term conditions
- Understanding the purpose of proposed methods (Systematic Review, Qualitative study) in the study
- Understanding the assistive technology pathway in health and social care
- Learning research skills by being involved in some of the steps used to carry out the proposed methods (e.g. study search, selection, data extraction, data analysis, discussion of findings, organise mock interviews, carry out mock interviews with public advisory group members)
- Learning communication skills and collaborative way of working by working in a multidisciplinary team including public (patient/carer) advisory group members to deliver the study


	Any further information:

For further information, please contact Ratna Sohanpal r.sohanpal@qmul.ac.uk

	How to apply:

To express interest in this project and for an application form, please contact Juliet Henderson: juliet.henderson@qmul.ac.uk

Deadline for submission: 12noon 5th May 2023





